Section 3.1
Aesthetics

3.1.1 Introduction

This section describes thegeographic andregulatory setting for aesthetics and visual resources
discusses impacts that could result from th020 LA River Master Plaand its elements, and
determines the significance of impacts. Where needed, this section identifies mitigation measures
that would reduce or avoid any significant impacts, when feasibl&@he consistency of the proposed
Project with the applicable aestletic and visual resourcegoals and policies that are identified in
Section 3.1.2.2Regulatory, below is also discussed

The analysis in thissectionincludes impact determinations under CEQA for th2020 LA River
Master Planthat are applicable to all 18 juisdictions in the study area, includingthe County and
non-County jurisdictions (17 cities).Except forsignificant and unavoidable impactsall identified
significant environmental effects of the propose®020 LA River Master Placan be avoided or
reduced to alessthan-significant level if the mitigation measures identified in ths PEIR are
implemented. These mitigation measures will be implemented for subsequent projectbat are
carried out by the County. Because some later activities under t2020 LA River Master Plawould
not be carried out by the County, the County cannot emfce or guarantee that the mitigation
measures would be incorporatedTherefore, where this PEIR concludes a leghan-significant
impact for later activities carried out by the County, the impacivould be significant and
unavoidable when these activitiesare not carried out by the County.

3.1.2 Setting
3.1.2.1 Geographic

Regional Setting

The LA River traverses the Los Angeles Basflgwing from the San Fernando Valley and eastern Los
Angeles Countyrunning through central Los Angeles and endingt the Pacific coasin Long Beach
The material, shape, and sizef the LA River change alongs length. More than 75 percent of the
length of the LA River consists of a concrete bed surrouad by hardscape materials, with minimal
vegetation, unique rock features, or other @mnic attributes. However, portions of the LA River
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organic and natural appearance. This most notably occuis the Glendale Narrows, the Sepulveda
Flood @ntrol Basin, and the Estuary region. The shape of tleencrete-lined LA River channel is
predominantly trapezoidal, with sides that flare out as they move up and away from the bottom of
the channel.Concretelined rectangular sections of the channel, wherits sides are completely
vertical, are limited to the San Fernando Valley between Sherman Oaks and Burbank andrailé
stretch near Vernon. To manage additional flood risk, the sides of the channel are often higher than
the ground level of surrounding @mmunities, forming levees or flood walls. The width of the
channel generally increasess it movesdownstream from Canoga Park to Long Beacht its
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Los Angeles County Public Works 3.1 Aesthetic

narrowest, between Sherman Oaks and Studio City, the channel is about 55 feet wide. At its widest,
where the river meets the Pacific Ocean, the channel585 feet wide from bank to bank morethan

10 timesits narrowest width. During most of the year, theconcrete-lined channels have minimal

water flows and include various amounts and species of vegetation. In addition to the channel, the
LA River right-of-way (ROW includes flood management structures such as levees and access roads.
In some sections, various recreational amenities such as bike paths, parks, and trails are found
within the ROW, while in other areas these amenities are directly adjacent to the ROW.

The LARIiver passes through a highly urbanized area of Los Angeles CtourA variety of different
communities, each with its own unique visual charactetine the riverfront. Particularly within the
reaches of thdower LA River, visible adjacent land uses include businesses such as warehouses,
storage facilities, construction companiesand residential neighborhoods. Many of the land uses
adjacent to the LA River are separated by fencingvith the front of buildings oriented away from the
riverfront. As such, it is difficult to see the LA River from many surrounding streetsna other
vantage points.In addition, major transportation infrastructure and corridors operate adjacent to
the LA River These includecommuter and freightrail lines, the Port of Long Beach, ankhterstate
(1-) 5, 710, State Route (SR 91,1-110, and SR134. These infrastructure elements often separate
the LA River from surrounding land uses and dominate much of the visual landscape.

In downtown Los Angeles, there is limited physical and visual access to the LA Riyashich is
adjacent to an intensely urban and industrial riverfront.Scenic resources in downtown Los Angeles
are provided by a series of historic Art Decpand Classical Revivaktyle bridges that span the river.
Other historic buildings and sites add to the unique landscape of the urban environment.

The upper LA River is bordered by more diverse mixture of land uses antherefore hasamore
varied visual character. Within the Elysian Valley eighborhood, also known as Frogtown, an eclectic
mixture of restaurants, shops, art studiosand businesgsfront the LA River, leading to an active and
vibrant visual environment.

The main vantage pointfrom which to view the LA Riverare theadjacent bicycle and pedestrian
trails alongnearly 30 of the 51 miles of the LA RiveiThe LA River BikePathincludesthe LA River
Bikeway section, the Glendale Narrows Elysian Valley section, and the North Valleyheart Riverwalk
as well as smaller sectins in the San Fernando Valley. Generally, there is a trail along only one side
of the river at a time;currently, only 5 milesof the 51-mile stretch offer access on both banks. The
longest continuous segments of the LRiver Bike Pathare a 12mile stretch between Imperial
Highway and the mouth of the LA River at Long Beach and ariile stretch along the Glendale
Narrows. In the San Fernando Valley, the trail becomes more fragmented. The trails vary
substantially in width and material, from a 17#foot-wide stone fines path to an &oot-wide striped
asphalt bikeway.

Where available, the bicycle and pedestrian paths offer the most continuous vantage points to view
the LA River.Because the paths are edged between the LA River, adjacent freeways, and disjodut
and fenced land uses, views of the LA River and RG\m these paths are often urban in nature and
are not particularly valuable.However, several parks, wildlife areas, and open spaces along the
pathway are notable scenic areasin some areas, such ake North Valleyheart Riverwalkin the City
of Los Angelesthepath itself is bordered by landscaping and decorative elements, creating a scenic
green corridor along the LA River.

From the LA River, views may extend out to include portions difie Los Angles, Glendale, Burbank
and Long Beach cityscape skylireethe Pacific Ocean near Long Beach, the hills of Elysian Park and
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Griffith Park, and on a clear day, the distant Verdugo Mountains. Lighting alotige LA River is
provided by the surrounding surface streetand bridgelighting and spillover lighting from
development, infrastructure, parks, and sports fields.Direct lighting on the LA Riveritself is
intermittent and direct, pole-mounted lighting is most visible within the City of Los Angeles an@ity
of Burbank nearGriffith Park and thewest San Fernando ValleyDirect, pole-mounted lighting is
absentin someareaswithin Long Beach,downtown Los AngelesCompton, Paramount, Downey,
Lynwood, and South GateNighttime lighting often fluctuates due to motor vehicle headlights.

Study Area Setting

As described in Chapter 2Project Descriptionthe study area is divided intoa series of nine distinct
geographical sections, or planning frameselated to jurisdictional, hydraulic, and ecological zones.
Each of these frames has unique visual and aesthetic characteristics. The visual charactesstic
each frameare described below.

Frame 1

Frame 1 isalmost entirely within the Gty of Long Beach and extendsdm the mouth of the LA River
from the Pacific Ocean and Port of Long Beaahriver mile 0.0 to 4.0. The LA River channel bed is a
trapezoidal channel that has &oft bottom near the Pacific Ocean and transitions to a concredeed
channel near West Willow StreetBecause his frame is closest to the Pacific Oceait has a unique
visual character.Figure 3.1-1 shows typical views ofthe LA Riverand adjacent uses in Frame A
small portion of the City of Los Angeless located in this frame, on the western boundarpear the
West Anaheim Street/W est 9th Streetintersection; however, no knownCity of Los Angelesaesthetic
or visual resources are located in tts frame. As suchthe City of Los Angeless discussed in greater
detail for subsequentframes below whereapplicable.

As described abovgthe LA Riverstarts at river mile 0.0; near the mouth theriver is at its widest

point. Views of the LA Rivelin this location are scenic and expansivavith the water of the LA River

blending with the Pacific Ocean and marineelated uses such as the iconic Queen Mary, smaller

vessels, and industrial portrelated facilities that define theCityl £ , 11 ¢ " AAAESO O OOEA(
edge. Numerous species of birds and wildlife are visible along the LA Riyandthis frame supports

a marine ecosystenthat containsalgae, fish, and shellfish.

Most notably,along the eastern portionof the LA Riverfrom mile 0.0 to mile 1.0 are numerous
landscaped parks and recreational areas that offer expansive views, landscaping, and recreational
opportunities that create a positive aesthetic environment. These include the Golden Shore Marine
Biological Reserve Park, Golden Park, and Cesar E. Chavez ParkLAHRiver Bike Paths used by
bicyclists and pedestrians traveling along theast side of theLA River. TheLA River Bike Path
travels south to north from the City of Long Beach to theity of Vernon.

On the westside of the LA River, pedestrian and visual access to the LA River is limitad land uses
from the shoreline to Pacific Coast Highway are industrial in nature and include warehouse,
industrial, and port-related uses that are set beind concrete and steel fenced:710 also parallels
the LA River on the west, separating adjacent neighborhoods from the LA River in this frame.

The LA River transitions from a soft channel bottom at mile 3.0 to a concrelmttom section with
hard rip-rap sides From mile 1.0 to mile 4.0, land uses on the east side of the LA River include
industrial and residential land usesMany of these land uses back onto the LA River and are
separated by fencing and embankmentsis such views of the LA Riverin this areaare of an urban
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hardscape and are not scenic or unique. However, several recreational areas along the LA River
including Avila Park, include landscaping, trailsand playground and picnic areaswhich are scenic
attribute sin a relatively urban area.While views of Avila Park are available from th&A River Bike
Path, views of the LA River from Avila Park are more limitedecausethe LA River is set behind an
embankment in this areaThe Wrigley Greenbelt on thavest bank of the LA River from iver mile
2.9 to 4.0 is a notable scenic open spawgth awalking/bicycling trail and areas of native California
landscaping.

The City of Long Beach General Plan, Land Use Elemiértan Design Elemermdentifies Ocean
Boulevard asalocal scenicroute. In addition, future scenic corridors in the Cityof Long BeachUrban
Design Elementare planned to be expandegdincluding theLA River and San Gabriel River

Figure 3.11. Typical Views of the LA River in Frame 1
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Photo 1: View ofthe LA Riverlooking south from | Photo 2: View ofthe LA River looking southwest
the trail near Golden Shore Marine Biological from near the LA River Bike Patlaccess pointat
Reserve Park DeForest Avenue and West 25th Street

- =

Photo 3: View ofthe LA Riverlooking south Photo 4: View ofthe LA River and surrounding
toward the Port of Long Beactirom the east side | residential developmentlooking south onthe east
of the LA River Tralil side of the LA River Trail in theCity of Long Beach

Source: OLN 2020; Los Angeles County Public Works 2020.
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Frame 2

Frame 2is located within the Citiesof Long Beach, Carsoand Compton, andunincorporated
Countyareasand extends from river mile 4.0 to 8.4. The channel in this frame is a trapezoidal
concrete-leveed crosssection with an approximate width of 350 &et. The majority of land uses
surrounding the LA River in this frame are industrial and residentiaproperties that have limited
visual relationships to the riverfront. Utility and transportation infrastructure such aspower lines,
towers, and freeway onramps dominate much of the landscape. These attributes combine to give
the LA River an urban, barren character, which remains uniform throughout this frame. However,
there are notable scenic areas along the LA Riwersuch as the Dominguez Gap Wetlands and
DeForest Park? that serve as aesthetic resources for viewers along the riverfronEigure 3.1-2
shows typical views of the LA River and adjacent uses in Frame 2.

Scenic resources in th&ty of Long Beach are described above under FrameThere are no
designatedscenic corridors or viewsheds in theCity of Carson. Théraft Compton General PlaB030
(City of Compton 201) identifies a number of roadway corridors highlighted for improvement by
the City of Comptonthrough design guidelines and regulations, public investment, and private

incentives as identified intheAE QUG O C.AdwhverAnone BfithAsk roadways intersect with
the LA River.

The LA River Bike Path exists on theastbank of the LA River throughout the entirety of Frame 2

and is the prime viewing area of the LA River. Between West Wardlow Road anrd05, there is ROW
that contains vegetation and trees immediately adjacent to the west of the LA River. On dast

bank, the Domirguez Gap Wetlands is a mitlong open space are¢hat provides an access point to

the LA River Bike Path. The Dominguez Gap Wetlands is a&#e spreading ground basin that was
converted into multi-benefit wetlands in 2008. The Dominguez Gap Wetlandsistain year-round
habitat for plants and native wildlife. The open wildlife habitat is an expansive scenic resource and a
stark visual contrast to the industrial uses present on the opposite side of the LA River.

Between Del Amo Boulevard and the end of Fraa2within the Cities of Long BeachCompton,and
Carson andunincorporated Countyareas the views of thewest bank of the LA River are dominated
by overhead powerlines and transmission towers On theeastside of the LA River iDeForest Park
and Wetlandswithin the City of Long BeachA long linear park, DeForest Park and Wetlands
provides notable habitat areas such as vernal pools, native grasslands, coastal scrub, and oak
sycamore woodlands. Theatural qualities of DeForest Park and Wetlandsffer a scenic resource
for park users and those traveling on the LA River Bike Path.

From DeForest Park until the end of the Frame ®ithin the Citiesof Long Beach, Comptorand
Carson andunincorporated Countyareas views along the LA River transitiorback to a highly urban
area with a lack of scenic resourcesParticularly toward the end of the frame, tall vertical elements
associated with bridges and orramps related toSR91 and 710 dominate much of the visual
landscape.
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Figure 3.12. Typical Viws of the LA River in Fran

Photo 1: View of LA River lookingouth onthe Photo 2: View of LA River looking northwest at

S

east side of theLA River Trailin the City of Long river mile 4.9 with utility transmission towers
Beach visible

Photo 3: Looking south on theeastbank of the LA | Photo 4: Looking north on theeastbank of the LA
River Bike Path with DeForest Park visible to the | River Bike Path with the 51st Street Greenbelt
east visible to the right

Source: OLIN 2020.

Frame 3

Frame 3is located within the Citiesof Compton, Paramount, Downey, Lynwood, South Gate, and
Cudahy and extends from river mile 8.4 to 14.1. The channel in this frame is a trapezojdaincrete-
leveed crosssection with an approximate width of 400 &et. Similar to Frame 2, these characteristics
give the LA River an urbanconcrete quality in this frame.The LA River Bike Path exists throughout
the entire frame, with the path switching from the eastbank to thewest bank near river mile 10.5.
Surrounding land usesare mostly residential, industrial, and commercial. Throughout this frame,
parcels are oriented away from the LA Riveand areseparated by fencingfurther establishing the
viewshed of the LA River as urban rather than scenic or lush. However, tieesire areas along the LA
River where wide tracts of ROW have been incorporated into recreational and open spacesating
scenic areas for viewers along the LA Rivefigure 3.1-3 shows typical views of the LA River and
adjacent uses in Frame 3.

The most pansive open space area in this frame occurs from river mile 9.1 to Mhich begins
with the Compton Three Par Golf Courseithin the City of Compton Located on theeastbank of the
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LA River, the golf course offers expansive views of open greareas, landscapingand trees, creating
a scenic resource for golfers, bicyclisignd other viewers along the LA Riveimmediately to the
north of the golf course, the green corridor on theastembankment continues with Ralph C. Dills
Park, a long, scert linear park within the City of Paranount that includes lush landscaping, trails,
and picnic areas that are accessible from the LA River BikRath.

From river mile 10.0 until the terminus of Frame 3, views transition back to aurban landscape,
with the exception of Hollydale Community Parkvithin the City of South GateHollydale Community
Park features playgrounds, green landscapingnd trees. At river mile 10.5, the LA River travels
under multiple overpasses as-105 and 710 merge.These largevertical infrastructure elements
dominate much of the landscape of the LA River, presenting an urban, utilitarian appearance.

The confluence of the LA River and the Rio Hondo occurs near river mile 12.0, where the LA River
Bike Path terminates on theeastbank and switches to thewest bank; crossingsand entrancesare
available via thelmperial Highway overpass.The Rio Hondo is also a concrete channel; therefore,
the urban, concrete quality of the LA River is expanded at this confluence.

At approximately river mile 13.9, Cudahy Parkvithin the Gty of Cudahyis west of the LA River.
Cudahy Park contains open space, landscapirand sports fieldsthat are visible from the LA River
Bike Path which is higher in elevation at this point. However, the LA River and Cudahy Park are
physically separated by fencing and River Road, diminishing the scenic relationship between the LA
River Bike Path and Cudahy Park.

No designated scenic corridors or highways are identifiedn the general plansof the Cities of
Paramount, Downey, Lynwood, South Gater, Cudahy.The Draft ComptonGeneral Plar2030(City of
Compton2011) is discussed in Frame 2, above.
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Figure 3.13. Typical Views fothe LA River in Frame 3

Photo 1: View ofthe LA River looking north with Photo 2: View ofthe LA Riverlooking south with
Ralph C. DillPark to the right Hollydale Community Park to thewest

Photo 3: View ofthe LA River and overhead utility | Photo 4: Example of freeway infrastruatire near
lines the LA River

Source: OLIN 2020.

Frame 4

Frame 4is located within the Citiesof Bell Gardens, Bell, Maywood, Vernoand Commerce and
extends from river mile 14.1 to 195. The channel in this frame is a concreteveed, trapezoidal
section that is approximately 415 éet wide at the southernmost end. It transitions to a concrete
entrenched, trapezoidal section and then to a concretentrenched, rectangular section at rive mile
19 at the northern end, with a width of about 285 feet. This portion of the LA River occurs within a
dense, industrial context with industrial development and rail lines limiting the landside ROW to
less than 15 feet.

Large transmission towers withoverhead powerlines immediately adjacent to theeastbank are
visible throughout the majority of this frame. Maywood Riverfront Parkwithin the City of Maywood
is between river mile 15.7and 15.8 along thewest bank and is the only open green space
immediately adjacent to the LA River throughout this frame. Maywood Riverfront Park offers an
access point from the LA River Bike Path and contains lush, green landscapimigich lines the
border of the LA River Bike Path. Thepark also includes amenities such as a playground and
basketball court. TheLA River Bike Path ends at South Atlantic Boulevaiid Vernon, where rail lines

February 202
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begin to parallel thewest bank of the LA River for approximately 1.25 miles. The rest of the franie
dominated by industrial buildings, which results in a barren visual character for much of the
remainder of this frame.Figure 3.1-4 shows typical views of the LA River and adjacent uses in

Frame4.

There are no scenic corridors or highways identifiedn the general plansof the Gities of Bell

Gardens, Bell, Maywood, Vernon, or Commerce.

Figure 3.14. Typical Views of the LA River in Frame 4

Photo 1: View ofthe LA River lookingsouth
toward East Olympic Boulevard

Photo 2:View ofthe LA River and ROW looking
north from the west side of the LA River near Eas
Olympic Boulevard

Photo 3: View ofthe LA Riverlooking north west
from the Atlantic Boulevard Bridge

Table cell ismtentionally blank.

Source: OLIN 2020.

Frame 5

Frame 5 is within theCity of Los Angeles and extends from river mile 19.5 to 24.5. The channel in
this frame is an entrenchedconcrete, trapezoid section with a typical width of 225 £€. In Frame 5,
the LA Riveris adjacent to the nearbyCity of Los Angeles communities oflowntown Los Angeles,
Boyle Heights, the Arts District, Chinatown, and Lincoln Heights. Much of this area has an industrial
building stock that developed due to its proximity to rail lines and fadities near and along the river.
Views and observation points of the LA River are largely limited by buildings, industrial
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infrastructure, and streets and highwaysalthough views of downtown Los Angeles, Elysian Park,
and the Verdugo Mountains are providd at discrete vantage points.

This portion of the LA River includes minimal vegetatiorand is bordered by industrial- and
transportation -related uses, giving the area predominantly urban and industrial aesthetic. No
portions of the LA River Bike Path ot A RiverTrail exist within Frame 5within the Gity of Los
Angeles and physical access to the LA River is limited. Residential housing adjacent to the LA River
is concentrated in the William MeadHomespublic housing developmentin the southwestern

portio n of the area along North Main Street and in a predominantly loensity multifamily area

east of the LA River between North Broadway and North Main Street. Scattered sirtdenily
residential homes are also mixed in among industrial uses throughout the ea.Figure 3.1-5 shows
typical views of the LA River and adjacent uses in Frange

Aesthetic value in this area is provided by a series of Art Degand Classical Revivglstyle bridges
that span the LARiver near downtown Los Angelesincluding those at Nath Broadway, North
Spring Street, and Main Street. Other historic bridges include the César Chavez Briti¢ggy Street
Bridge, and 1st Street,4th Street,6th Street, and7th Street viaducts. These taller bridges and
viaducts are generally the most publicly accessible vantage from which to view the LA River in
context with views of the expansiveCity of Los Angeles skyline.

Other notable aesthetic resources in the area includbe 32-acre Los Angeles State Historic Park
near river mile 23.5 along thewest bank, which includes open space and pathwayslowever, while
the park isadjacent to the LA River, direct views of the LA River are limited from this vantage point.
Also locakd in this frame is the Arroyo Seco confluence near river mile 231 wherel-110 crosses

the LA River.

Scenichighways depicted within the City of Los Angeles have special controls for protection and
enhancement of scenic resource3here are no scenic catdors or highways identified in the Los
AngelesCentral City, Central City North, or Boyle HeightSommunity Planareas.The western
boundary of the Mount WashingtonGlassell Park Specifilan is near the LA River. Mount
Washington Drive and San Rafaels&nue provide opportunities for scenic views of theCity of Los
Angelesand the surrounding mountains and natural canyon vegetatiori.he Pasadena Freeway |
110) is designated as a State Scenic Highway and is listed in the National Register of Historicdaa
A portion of I-110 that is elevated over 30 feet crosses over the LA River near Griffith Park and the
Arroyo Seco Confluence near the border of Frames 5 and 6.
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Figure 3.15. Typical Views of the LA River in Frame 5

Photo 1: View of the LARiver from the 7th Street | Photo 2: View of the LA River near the North
Bridge in downtown Los Angeles Broadway Bridge looking northwest

Table cell is intentionally blank.

Photo 3: View of the LA River near Elysian Park
Source: OLIN 2020.

Frame 6

Frame 6is located within the Gties of Los Angeles, Burbank, and Glendale and extends from river
mile 24.5 to 32.0. Within this frame, the LA River primarily has a soft bottom that includes sediment,
green vegetation, and wildlife, giving the LARiver an organic and natural appearancé&rame 6 also
contains the highest percentage of open space and recreation land uses of the study area. There is
also a substantial amount of residential land uses scattered throughout the frame, with a
concentration of industrial, commercial, and art and cultural uses that connect to the LA River on the
west side. Figure 3.1-6 shows typical views of the LA River and adjacent uses in Frame 6.

Frame 6 begins near Elysian Pari the City of Los Angelen the west bank, which includes
extensive hiking and biking trails that offer panoramic views of the LA River and the Los Angeles
basin skyline. Whileseveraltrails within Elysian Park meander close to the LA River, direct physical
access is largely separated by railra@hinfrastructure, 1-5, SR110, and other roadways. On the
opposite side of the LA River, directhacrossfrom Elysian Park, are industrial land and institutional
uses, often divided from the LA River by roadways, high fencesd walls. As such, theastside of
the LA River until 15 crosses the LA Rivemand has limited scenicresourcesand physical access.
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Near the overpass of-b, land uses transition to include more residential uses and a series of small
parks begin. The firstEgret Parkin the Gty of Los Angelesfeatures landscaping and interpretive
displays as well as the start of access to theé\ River Bike PathFrom Egret Park, theLA River Bike
Path travels along thewest bank alongside and links several small parks including Steelhead Park,
Elysian Valley Gateway Park, Marsh Street Nature Park, Lewis MacAdams Riverfront Park,
Rattlesnake Park, and Sunnynook River Paik the Gty of Los AngelesWhile small in size, each
park provides a valued scenic amenity in an urban landscape and includesdscaping, seating
areas, educational displays, anaften, artwork. This string of parks provides important linkages
along theLARIiver Bike Path and offes scenic views of the lush LA River, creating valuable visual
respite in a dense urban environmenh

Within this area is the Elysian Valley neighborhooof Los Angelesalso known as Frogtown, which

is flanked on the north by Atwater Village and on the south and southwest by Elysian Park. This

neighborhood incudes an eclectic collection of art and pfarmance spaces, cés, restaurants, and

community centers. Rather than turn away from the LA River, these land uses include entrances,

signage, artwork, and seating areas along theA River Bike Pathx EEAE OAOOAO A0 & O1 cOI
visual and physical atery. As such, Frogtown has one of the most vibrant and active visual

environments along the study area.

Starting at river mile 27.8, Griffith Parkwithin the City of Los Angeles ancCity of Burbank begins on

the west bank, extending into Frame 7Griffith Park offers substantial scenic and recreational
amenities including hiking, biking, and equestrian trailspicnicking areas and museums. Elevated
trails within Griffith Park offer expansive views of the LA River and the Los AngeleBurbank, and
Glendale skylines. Recreational users of theA River Bike Path experience expansive vieswof higher

AT AGAOGET 1 O 1T £ ' OE Aswdér, it Shauithé roteditat GriffaiEP&rk and 0ALA O 8
River are largely visually and physically separatettom each other at the ground leveby I-5 until

the John Ferraro Athletic Fields.

From John Ferraro Athletic Fields, the LA River makes an approximately-@@gree curve to the

south around Griffith Park. SRL34 crosses the LA River at the Verdugo Wasbrifluence in this area.
The LA River Bike Path ends at Riverside Drive after a continuous 7-&8le stretch. For a halimile,
from just north of Confluence Park to Garden Street, the LA River Bike Path occurs on both sides of
the bank. The halfimile portion of the bike path that occurs on theeastbank is known as the

Glendale Narrows Riverwalkin the Gty of Glendale The scenic, 0.5nile GlendaleNarrows

Riverwalk is lined with native California trees and shrubs as well as seating areas and public art
installations.

Across from this area, partially in Frame 7, Bette Davis Pavkithin the Gty of Glendaleis a scenic
recreational and picnic areahat offers a lush green space and grounktvel views of the LA River.
Immediately to the west of Bette Davis Pd, the LA River transitions to a concretdined channel.

In the Gty of Los Angeles, thgeneral planidentifies the viewsheds of Elysian Park, the LA River,

Echo Park Lake, and Silver Lake Reservais scenicScenic resources in this area iGlendaleinclude
the Glendale skyline to the north and Adams Hill and Forest Lawn Memorial Park to the south across
the LA River.

Scenic vstas within Burbank near the LA Riverinclude views of the eastern Santa Monica Mountains
to the south.
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Figure 3.16. Typical Views of the LA River in Frame 6

/ b :
Photo 1: View of the LA River from Sunnynook Photo: 2 View ofSteelhead Park and the LA River
River Park Bike Path

Photo 3: View of LA River Biké&athnear Spoke Photo 4: Elevated View of LA Rivemear SR2
Bicycle Café in Frogtown

Source: OLIN 2020.

Frame 7

Frame 7 is located within theCities of Los Angeles and Burbank and extends from river mile 32t0
37.8. The LA River channel in this frame mlmost entirely entrenched concrete channel with a
typical width of approximately 130 feet. Land uses along the LA River in this frame are urban in
nature and primarily consist of residential and commercial developmeniThe LA River is largely
fenced off from surrounding land uses with no adjacent bicycle trail system within this frame. As
such, visual and physical access to the LA Rivaee limited. Figure 3.1-7 shows typical views of the
LA River and adjacent uses in Frame 7.

For a discussion of scenic corridors ithe City of Burbank, see the discussion for Frame @bove As
shown on Figure 3.17, an equestrian trailfollows alongside and crossethe LA Rivernear the Los
Angeles Equestrian Center.
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